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THE  LItE  OF  THE 

APOSTLE  PAUL. 

(Co  71  :ir:  ::rd  f^'O  m  /.  azr  5^.J 
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Till"  Apostle  Paul  was  ro- 
Ifinporai’V  nitii  ('lirist, 

:  fi  oin  t!ie  most  aiitheiv.ic  cio- 
T*o!of;y,  tlicicwus  little  (lifl'crcncc 
i’.  ti'cir  iii^cs.  It  is  very  cttrlain, 
l.uwcvrr,  that  Christ  was  not  per- 
5:)Ti:iIIy  known  to  Paul,  indeed, 
tl:at  he  was  not  at  Jerusalem,  diir- 
C'hrist’s  jiiililic  inlni.strv.  Pre- 
vi(ais  D>  this,  Paul  had  (•om])leted 
)  is  studies  under  tiic  eclelirated 
(lainaiiel  and  returned  to  'I'arsus, 
the  jilaec*  of  iiis  nativity.  Here  it 
i-i  most  jirohahlt*  he  was  employed 
-in  tent-makin;j;,  a  business  he  after¬ 
wards  pursued  orxasionally,  and 
\si.ieh  was  l)oth  lucrative  aiul  hon¬ 
orable.  It  was  customary  amon^ 
tiie  Jews  to  train  their  sons  to  some 
handy-craft  occOpation,  to  which 
tl'.ey  could  at  any  time  resort  as 
cinni instances  mii^ht  re(;uire.  At 
Tarsus,  we  may  siipjiose,  Paul  con- 
tiiUK'f!  till  after  the  miraculous  de- 

sc  ent  of  the  holv  (ilio.^t  on  the  dav  I 

#  # 

oi*  !\'utecost,  and  that  intelli:.^ence 
of  this  event  excited  h.is  curiosity 
aiul  i)rouo;lu  him  to  Jerusalcmi.  On 
Ms  arrivral,  he  iouiul  die  citv  iii 
u’lroar.  Peter’s  sermon  had 
.rivt  n  i^^reat  ('issaiisfaeiion  to  tlu‘ 
Jewis),  Sanhedrim.  I'or  while  it 
'U'.jjucateu  them  in  the  erime  of 


'  murder,  it  drew  three  tliousanf! 
from  their  embrace,  to  bnihl  their 
hopes  of  eti'rnal  life  or  the  dea^b 
of  the  murdered,  h  illed  with  re- 
seiitineiu  at  this  db>»:ouise,  nnd 
fc'aiini^  the  eon.sCMjUCir'es 
prove  prejudicial  to  thei!*  own  r<  !i- 
.i!;ion,  they  raised  a  bitter  persert.- 
lioii  a*.rainst  tlie  Christians. 
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j  Paul,  partly  from  principle.  . 
l)artly  from  the  vehemence  of  h.i  ' 
natural  temper,  became  a  7<  a! 
oils  devotee  to  tlic  Icailers  ct  diU 
desperate  faction.  Aecordin^lv 
w’ehearofidm  fur  the  first  time, 
present  and  aiding  in  the*  mti’tyr- 
dom  of  Sceplien.  The  second  time 
his  name  is  numtioned,  he  is  en;<ag- 
ed  in  lii.-,  memorable  expedition  to 
Damascus.  In  the  way  thither,  lie 
was  met  by  Christ  miraculously  ap- 
I  pearing  to  him  and  here  was  Im* 
made  a  subject  of  the  special  inHa- 
ence  of  divine  grace. 

In  this  intcriew,  he  ’va>  'Uoni- 
niibsionetl  by  ('bri^t  t(L.)o  a  min:-->tv 
•.and  an  apostle  to  carry  hi»  naim  :o 
the  gentiles. 

I'kom  this  time  the  ^  hancter  b' 
Paul  uiiilergoes  a  ct>in;)letc*  change, 
lie  is  as  zealous  a  friend  toC’hiisi, 
as  he  liad  been  an  enemy.  He  puls 
on  the  spiriuial  armour  .jul  heroines 
a  claunpion  under  llu‘  banner  of  his 
i.oi’d.  1 1  is  al>ilitii‘s  ai’e  :u‘W  uirruu 
iUU/  iliei’*  n:  oMi  r  iliaunel,  and.  !t 
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Life  of  the  Afiostlc  PauU 


extensive  acquisitions  in  science  are 
consecrated  to  the  interest  of  the 
Redeemer. 

Christ's  eye  was  on  the  Apos¬ 
tle  in  his  first  formation.  Accor¬ 
dingly  the  structure  of  his  mind 
was  admirably  ^suited  to  the  |>art, 
he  was  to  achieve.  Early  initiated 
into  the  prevailing  philosophy  of 
the  age,  expert  in  the  original  scrip¬ 
tures  and  perfectly  conversant  with 
the  different  sectaries  of  the  Jews, 
he  was  qualified  to  encounter  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  best  advantage,  in  all 
the  forms  it  might  assume.  Con¬ 
necting  the  most  eminent  piety  with 
such  an  unusual  assemblage  of  na¬ 
tural  and  acquired  indowments,  con¬ 
stitutes  a  character  of  very  rare  oc¬ 
currence, 

The  eminence  of  this  man  will 
appear,  both  as  a  Christian  and  an 
Apostle  of  our  Lord,  by  considering 
the  sentiments  he  embraced,  and 
the  part  w  hich  he  acted. 

No  sooner  w'as  Paul  made  a  sub¬ 
ject  of  God’s  clkcriminating  grace, 
than  he  underwent  a  mpletc  re¬ 
volution  in  his  religion  sentiments. 
From  a  preud  and  bigoted  Pliar- 
isee,  he  becomes  a  humble  worship¬ 
er.  The  saviour  whom  he  had  ig¬ 
norantly  and  vilely  set  at  naught, 
he  now  exalts  as  the  only  redeemer 
of  an  undone  world,  and  takes  the 
jilace  of  a  contrite  penitent  at  his 
feet.  From  the  moment  of  his  con¬ 
version  his  mind  is  rectified  respect¬ 
ing  human  impotency  and  guilt. 
’^Fhe  exercises  and  actions,  w  hich 
he  had  deemed  niCTitoiious  of  di¬ 
vine  favor,  l:c  now  sees  to  be  un- 
mixedly  sinful  in  God’s  sight. 
Illuminated  by  the  spirit  of  all  gi'v.ce 
lie  has  a  view  of  the  divine  law  in 
fts  just  claims  and  import.  l^aul 
gives  us  an  account  of  Ids  ow  n  per¬ 
sonal  exercise  both  before  and  after 
he  was  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  a 


sin-hating  God.  He  had  depended 
on  the  merits  of  his  actions  for  jus¬ 
tification  and  life,  and  hei'e  he  felt 
himself  secin’e.  Blind  to  God’s  law 
and  his  own  heart,  he  thought  him¬ 
self  a  fair  carrdidate  for  a  high  seat 
in  the  kingdom  of  glory.  But  w  hen 
it  pleased  God,  to  remove  the  veil 
of  ignorance  fr  om  his  niind,  a  law 
presented  itself  to  him  of  which  he 
had  never  befor’e  dr'eampt.  Against 
this  law  his  heart  rises  in  direct  oiv- 
position.  “  When  the  command¬ 
ment  came  sin  revived.”  JIc  felt 
himself  to  be  an  undone  sinner,  and 
was  necessitated  to  relinquish  all 
hope  on  the  gr'ound  of  his  former 
expectation.  ‘‘  The  commandment 
which  was  ordained  to  be  unto  life 
he  found  to  be  unto  death.”  lie 
was  now  slain  by  the  laws  that  he 
might,  thr  ough  an  act  of  boundless 

imer’cy  in  Christ  be  made  alive  unto 
(iod.  After  he  was  renewed  by 
the  oirei  alion  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
he  found  himself  delighted  with 
that  law,  which  in  his  convicted 
state,  he  had  strenuously  opposed. 

‘‘  Wherefore  the  law  is  holy,  and 
the  commandment  holy  and  just 
and  good,”  From  this  time  he  has 
correct  views  of  (iod  and  him¬ 
self.  Looking  attentively  into 
the  divine  law  and  liis  own 
heart,  he  is  overw  helmed  at  the 
awful  contrast,  and  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  deepest  humiliation 
and  self-loathing,  exclaims,  O 
wretched  man  that  I  am,  w  ho  shall 
deliver  me  fi’om  tlic  body  of  this 
death.” 

After  Paul’s  conversion  lie  bc' 

;  came  at  once  settled  in  his  opinion 
on  the  leading  doctr  ines  contained 
in  the  Christian  system.  Resjrcct- 
ingthe  doctrine  of  total  dcjrravity, 
he  declares  w  ithout  the  least  rqiiiv- 
ocatioA.  What  he  knew  by  ex])C- 
rience,  was  witnessed  by  the  holy 
Ghost.  And  h.e  recoixls  his  senti¬ 
ments  on  the  sul>jeel  in  these  w  ords. 
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the  carnal  mind  is  in  enmity 
against  Ciocl ;  for  it  is  not  subject 
to  the  law  of  God  neither  indeed 
can  be.”  He  concluded  both  Jews 
and  Gentiles  to  be  all  under  sin,  and 
that  eventually  the  whole  would 
be  under  the  necessity  of  assenting 
to  this  truth.  He  was  careful  to 
draw  a  dividing  line  between  saints 
and  sinners  and  left  no  room  for  the 
conclusion,  that  there  was  the  least 
motion  of  right  affection  in  the  heart 
of  any  unrenewed  man,  however 
fair  in  his  external  deportment. 
I  le  tells  us  ex  pressly,  “  that  the  nat¬ 
ural  man  receiveth  not  the  tilings 
of  the  spirit  of  Ciod,  neither  can  he 
know  them,  because  they  are  spir¬ 
itually  discerned.”  Placing  this 
doctrine  in  the  centre  of  his  system, 
his  other  sentiments,  were  hereun¬ 
to  perfectly  conformable.  He  en¬ 
joined  the  necessity  of  the  new 
birth  to  qualify  men  for  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven.  Circumcision  a- 
vaileth nothing  nor  uncircumcision; 
but  the  new  creature.”  Forewarn¬ 
ed  that  this  important  subject  would 
be  contested  by  a  wicked  world,  he 
expressed  himself  with  peculiar 
exactness  and  precision.  Viewing 
men  by  nature  alienated  from  the 
life  of  God,  and  dead  in  sin,  he  as¬ 
serted  their  restoration  to  be  through 
a  positive  act  of  the  divine  spirit  cre¬ 
ating  them  anew  unto  good  works. 

You  hath  he  quickened  who  were 
dead  in  trespasses  and  sin.”  He 
maintained  that  this  grace  was  sov¬ 
ereign  and  discriminating,  not  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  works,  but  according 
tothe  divine  purpose  in  Christ  Jesus 
before  the  world  began. 

Paul  was  peifectly  explicit  in 
his  sentiments  respecting  Christ’s 
divitiityand  equality  with  the  father. 
— He  asscribes  to  Christ  divine  titles, 
attributes  and  honors.  He  repre¬ 
sents  him  lo  be  the  brightness  of 
the  lather’s  glory  and  the  express 
image  of  his  person  ;”  that‘‘  he  was 
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before  all  things,  and  that  by  him  all 
things  con5ist  that  he  was  tne 
source  of  being,  and  the  glorious 
proprietor  of  all  worlds  ;  ‘‘  all  things 
were  created  by  him  and  for  liiin.” 
He  is  careful  to  exhibit  Christ  in  liis 
mediatorial  capacity  and  asserts  the 
mysterious  union  of  the  divine  and 
human  natures,  constituting  one  per¬ 
son,  &  thereby  qualifying  him  to  me¬ 
diate  between  an  offended  lawgiver 
his  rebel  subjects.  On  this  point  he 
expresses  himself  in  thsse  words  to 
the  Philippian  Church.  ‘‘  Let  the 
same  mind  be  in  you,  v/hich  was  al¬ 
so  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  who  being  in 
the  form  God,  thought  it  not  robbe¬ 
ry  to  be  equal  with  God  ;  but  made 
himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took 
upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant  and 
was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men  : 
and  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man, 
he  humbled  Ifimself,  and  became 
obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death 
of  the  cross.  ^Yhcrefore  Ciod  hath 
highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him 
a  name  which  is  above  every  name  ; 
that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  cverv  knee 
should  bow  of  things  in  heaven,  and 
things  on  earth,  and  things  under 
the  earth  ;  and  that  every  tongue 
should  confess,  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
Lord  to  the  glory  of  God  the  father.’^ 

The  Apostle  considers  the 
death  of  Christ  as  the  only  medium 
of  favor  to  undone  sinners  ;  that  this 
death  exhil)ited  the  righteousness  of 
God  so  that  lie  can  be  just,  and  yet 
the  justifier  of  liim  who  believes  in 
Jesus.”  He  discarded  even  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  escaping  destru  tion,  on¬ 
ly  through  the  efficacy  of  Christ’s 
blood.  He  set  forth  the  necessity 
of  good  works  as  expressions  of  love 
to  God,  and  that  without  these  ex¬ 
pressions,  to  pretend  union  with 
Christ  was  utterly  vain.  Instead  of 
softening  dov.n  the  divine  law  in  its 
recpiisitions,  he  contends  earnestly 
for  the  contrary.  Do  wc  make  void 
the  law  through  faith  ?  God  forbid  ! 
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vea,  we  estabiish  the  law.  On  what- 
ever  heart  the  divine  image  was  en- 
stainped,  he  was  persuaded,  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  God  to  raise  the 
subject  of  such  impression  to  glo¬ 
ry.  That  though  the  perseverance 
of  the  saints  was  infallible,  he  plead 
that  their  holding  out  to  the  end  was 
indispensable.  Man’s  activity  and 
dependence,  in  obtaining  salvation, 
he  maintained,  and  exhorts  in  these 
words,  ^  work  out  your  salvation 
w  ith  fear  and  trembling,  for  it  is  God 
which  worketh  in  vou  both  to  w  ill 
and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure.”  In 
short  the  apqstle  was  no  Antinomi- 
an.  He  w  as  full  in  the  doctrines  of 
grace.  A  day  of  future  retribu¬ 
tion,  which  w^ould  result  in  the  eter¬ 
nal  destruction  of  ungodly  sinners,  Sc 
in  the  blessedness  of  the  righteous, 
lie  set  forth  w  ith  the  most  unsullied 
4'lcarness.  The  foregoing  arc  some 
of  the  leading  sentiments  embraced 
and  defended  by  the  apostle  Paul  af¬ 
ter  his  conversion  to  the  Christian 
faith. 

To  be  concluded  in  onr  next.) 


COMMUNICATION. 

For  the  Evidence. 
Memoirs  oj  the  Rev.  Benoni  Bradner. 

( Concluded from pat^e  60. J 

In  the  extremity  of  his  distixss, 
his  piercing  cries  w’cre  sometimes 
heard  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile. 

'  Perceiving  the  approach  of  his  pains, 
V  hich  usually  came  on  and  w  ent 
eff  at  frequent  inteiwals  in  the  man- 
rer  of  fits,  he  wduTd  often  exclaim 
J\Jher^  if  i^  be  fiosnihlt  let 
this  eufi  pass  ;  yet  not  my  will'  but 
ihine  be  done.  And  w’hen  those  pains 
1  -^d  a  little  abated,  he  would  adore 
that  goodness  by  wduch  his  exist¬ 


ence  w'as  preserved.  Frequently  he 
repeated,  w  ith  a  cordiality  not  to  be 
expressed,  those  w  ords  of  Job,  Tho* 
he  slay  me  ;  yet  will  1  trust  in  him. 
He  said  he  knew’  not  the  reason  of 
his  being  placed  in  the  front  of  the 
battle  ;  but  observed  that  it  must  be 
for  some  wise  purpose.  And  he 
considered  it  an  excellent  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  trial  of  his  faith.  It  was 
his  earnest  prayer  that  he  might  not 
be  suffered  to  dishonor  the  Christian 
name,  by  the  failure  of  his  patience. 
When  distant  friends,  w  ho  called  lo 
see  him,  expressed  their  astonish¬ 
ment  that  he  yet  remained  in  the 
land  of  the  living  ;  he  w  ould  assure 
them  that  it  was  not  less  easy  for 
God  to  support  one  sinner  th.ro’  a 
long  scene  of  distress,  than  to  up¬ 
hold  tlic  damned  thro’  the  endless 
torments  of  future  misery.  The 
last  time  that  he  ate  and  drank,  he 
said  he  should  never  eat,  or  drink 
again.  He  then,  with  the  utnmsi 
composure,  besought  the  Lord,  that 
he  would  prej'/are  him  for  the  event 
of  his  holy  w  ill.  His  strength  was 
now  exhausted,  and  he  dropped  a- 
way,  like  one  faling  asleep  on  the 
24th  of  January  1804.  Tho’  his 
mortal  body  must  remain,  for  a  sea¬ 
son,  entombed  in  the  grave  ;  yet, 
we  trust  his  immortal  spirit  is  safe¬ 
ly  conveyed  to  tlie  blissful  realms 
above.  The  disorder  with  which 
he  was  afflicted,  and  w’hich  put  a 
period  to  his  days,  was  the  stone  in 
the  bladder. 

In  the  course  of  his  life,  Mr.  Brad¬ 
ner  experienced  many  sudden  vi¬ 
cissitudes.  In  the  late  revolutiona¬ 
ry  war,  and  by  some  other  acci¬ 
dents,  he  lost  the  chief  of  his  prop¬ 
erty  which  he  had  intended  for  his 
support  in  advanced  life.  Under 
these  divine  allotments,  would 

often  say  that  he  knew  both  to  c- 
hound ^  and  to  suffer  need.  And  he 
endeavored  ahvays  to  preserve  a  qui¬ 
et  and  contented  state  of  mind. 
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Here,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
notice,  that  upon  his  stating  to  the 
Legislature  the  losses  he  had  sus¬ 
tained  by  loaning  large  sums  to  the 
public,  tiiey  made  him  a  donation 
of  four  hundred  pounds,  which,  tho^ 
by  no  means  an  'equivalent,  served 
to  shew  the  estimation  in  which  he 
was  holden.  The  same  sum  was 
given  him  by  his  parishioners  and 
others,  on  the  account  of  a  more  re- 

.  cent  loss,  occasioned  by  fire. 

^  I 

Those  who  had  the  happiness  of 
being  actiuaiiUed  with  him,  will  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  benevolence  was  a 
shiniftg  trait  in  his  character.  His 
cliari'y  seemed  to  embrace  every 
order  of  rational  existence.  And 
his  liberal  hand  was  ever  open  to 
supply  the  waiits  of  the  indigent. 
He  had  a  remarkable  degree  of  gen¬ 
uine  cheerfulness  which  seldom  de¬ 
serted  him  for  any  length  of  time. 
He  possessed  it  constitutionally  ; 
and  he  cherished  it,  from  principle, 
as  the  duty  and  privilege  of  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  and  a  mean  of  preserv  ing  health 
and  of  diffusing  happiness  to  those 
around  him. 

As  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  Mr. 
Bradncr  possessed  considerable  em¬ 
inence.  He  appeared  to  have  an  ex¬ 
tensive  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  bible.  Subjects 
in  divinity  were,  in  general,  fa¬ 
miliar  to  his  mind.  And  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  wiith  experimental  reli¬ 
gion  was  evidently  genuine.  A  be¬ 
coming  gravity  inaikcd  his  conduct 
in  the  pulpit.  He  seemed  to  pos¬ 
sess  an  unusual  aflection  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  souls,  which,  operating  on 
his  enfeebled  frame,  would,  some¬ 
times,  almost  ov  ercome  l.im.  His 
zeal,  though  ferved,  was  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  correspondent  and  use¬ 
ful  degree  of  knowledge.  He  was 

blessed  with  the  talents  of  an  easy 

0 

and  eutprtuininpj  speaker.  And  lus 
public  discourses,  I’or  the  most  part, 


were,  unusually,  interesting  and  in¬ 
structive. 

As  a  neighbor  and  friend,  he  was 
benevolent,  obliging  and  faithful. 
Few,  perhaps,  have  given  more  de¬ 
cided  proofs  of  true  benevolence 
than  lie.  His  bowels  seemed  to 
yeam  with  compassion  over  his  nee* 
dy  fellow-creatures.  He  was  al* 
v/ays  ready  to  relieve  their  distres¬ 
ses,  and  to  supply  their  wants.  In 
befriending  the  destitute,  he  set  a 
noble  example  for  tlie  imitation  of 
others.  He  possessed  a  truly  phi¬ 
lanthropic  spirit.  In  friendship,  he 
was  sincere,  warm  and  engaging. 
Tho’  his  acquaintances  were  numer- 
cus,  he  appeared  to  have  gained 
their  almost  universal  esteem  and 
affection.  Scarcely  was  there  one 
disposed  to  reproach  his  character, 
or  avoid  his  society. 

As  a  parent,  his  tenderness  and 
vigilent  care  were,  perhaps,  with¬ 
out  a  parallel.  In  council,  in  exam¬ 
ple,  and  in  affection  to  his  children, 
he  could  scarcely  be  equalled. 

Iv  his  last  illness,  his  conduct 
was  such  as  to  excite  the  admiration 
of  every  person  who  saw  Ijim.  A 
cordial  resignation  to  the  will  of 
heaven  characterized  his  behaviour 
under  that  dispensation  of  pron- 
dence,  which  was  of  the  most  af¬ 
flictive  and  distressing  nature.  Tho* 
in  frequent  agonies  of  pain,  a  mur¬ 
mur,  or  complaint  was  not  known 
to  escape  his  lips.  It  was  after  the 
space  of  two  years,  spent  in  tlie 
most  violent  distress  of  body,  and 
marked  with  the  patience  and  sub- 
misson  becoming  a  Christian,  that 
he  resigned  his  body  to  the  dust 
and  yielded  up  his  spirit  into  the 
hands  of  (iod.  Rut  tlio’  dead,  his 
example  lives  ;  and  loudly  admon¬ 
ishes  surviving  friends  to  in  the 
sfe/is  of  his  faith.,  and  to  be  uho  ready 
for  the  solemn  approach  of  death. 
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PARAPHRASE  ON  ECCLESIASTES 

XII.— -1  7. 

From  Bishofi  Horne, 

A  VIEW  of  the  different  materials 
of  which  man  is  composed,  may 
teach  us  to  form  a  proper  estimate 
pfhim.  He  stands  between  the  two 
worlds,  the  natural  and  the  spiritu¬ 
al,  and  partakes  of  both.  His  body 
is  material,  but  its  inhabitant  de¬ 
scends  from  another  system.  His 
soul,  like  the  world  from  which  it 
comes,  is  immortal ;  but  his  body, 
like  the  world  to  which  it  belongs, 
is  frail  and  perishable.  From  its 
birth  it  contains  in  it  the  seeds  and 
principles  of  dissolution,  toward 
which  it  tends  every  day  and  hour, 
by  the  very  means  that  nourish  and 
maintain  it,  and  which  no  art  can 
protract,  beyond  a  certain  term.  In 
spite  of  precaution  and  medicine, 

the  evil  days  will  corue,  and  the 
years  draw  nigh,  when  he  shall  say, 
I  have  no  pleasure  in  them.’* — Pains 
and  sorrows  will  succeed  each  oth¬ 
er,  as^‘  the  clouds  return  after  the 
rain,’"  blackening  the  face  of  heav¬ 
en  and  darkening  the  sources  of  light 
and  joy.  The  hands,  those  once 
active  and  vigorous  “  keepers  of  the 
house,”  grow  paralytic,  shall  ‘‘  trem¬ 
ble  and  the  strong  men,”  those 
firm  and  able  columns,  which  sup¬ 
ported  it,  shall  bow  themselves,” 
and  sink  under  the  weight ;  the  ex¬ 
ternal  “  grinders”  of  the  food,  the 
teeth,  shall  cease;  because  they 
are  lew,”  and  the  work  of  mastica¬ 
tion  shall  be  imperfectly  performed. 
Dim  sufl'usion  shall  veil  the  organs 
of  sight,  they  that  look  out  of  the 
windows  shall  be  darkened.”  ‘  The 
doors,’  or  valves,  ‘  shall  be  shut  in 
the  streets,’  or  alleys  of  the  body, 
when  the  digestive  powers  are  weak¬ 
ened,  and  the  sound  of  the  ‘  inter¬ 
nal  grinding  is  low."  Sleep,  if  it 
light  upon  the  eye-lids  of  age,  will 
'  quickly  remove  again,  and  ^  he  will 


rise  up’  at  the  time  when  the  fir. 

^  voice  of  the  bird  proclaims  the  ap 
proach  of  the  morning.  All  tiv 
daughters  of  music  shall  be  brougi 
low  he  will  hear  no  more  the  voic 
of  singing  men,  and  singing  worncr 
Timidity  and  distrust  will  predon 
inatc,  and  he  will  be  alarmed  ate\ 
cry  thing  ;  ‘  he  shall  be  afraid  ( 
that  which  is  high,  and  fears  sha 
be  in  the  way.*  As  the  early ‘a 
mond  tree,’  when  it  flourishes  i 
full  blossom,  his  hoary  head  slrall  . 
conspicuous  in  the  congregatk:. 
the  sure  prognostic  not  of  sprin: 
alas,  but  of  winter  ;  he  who  lik 
‘  the  grasshopper,’  in  the  season 
youth  was  so  sprightly  in  his  in 
lions,  now  scarce  able  to  crawl  up 
the  earth,  ‘  shall  be  a  burden’ t 
himself,  and  the  organs  of  sen 
being  vitiated  and  Impaired,  ^  desire 
and  appetite  ^  shall  fail.’  The  spi 
nal  marrow,  that  ^  silver  cord,’  wi* 
infinite  ramifications  of  the  nerw 
thence  derived,  will  be  relaxed  an 
lose  its  tone  ;  ‘  and  the  golden  bo\\l, 
the  receptacle  of  the  brain,  fro 
which  it  proceeds,  ‘  shall  be  brok 
en.’  The  vessel  bv  which,  as 
‘  pitcher,’  the  blood  is  cari  ied  ba* 
to  the  heart  fora  fresh  supply,  sh. 
be  broken  at  the  fountain,  and  it 
wheel,  or  instrument  of  circulati  : 
which  throws  it  forth  again  tot’^ 
extremities  of  the  body,  shall  < 
l)rokcn  at  the  cistern.  When  t! 
highly  finished  piece  of  mcchanis 
shall  be  thus  disjointed  and  dissolv* 
ed,  ‘  then  shall  the  dust,’  of  m  hich ; 
was  formed,  ‘  return  to  tlie  earth 
it  was,  and  the  spirit  shall  return  t 
God  who  gave  it.’  Learn  we  fron 
hence,  to  bestow  on  each  part  < 
our  composition  that  proportion 
time  and  attention,  which,  uppn  a 
due  consideration  of  its  nature  and 
importance,  it  shall  appear  to  clain^ 
at  our  hands. 


Sketches  from  Scrifiture 
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IsKETCHKS  FROM  SCRIPTURE. 

IVe  would  see  JesusJ** 
John  xii.— -2 1. 


:r 


/  jrouLD  see  Jesus  in  firosfieritxj^ 
It  her  fascinating  light  may  not 
u!  me'to  a  dreadful  precipice  ;  but 
jat  his  good  spirit  may  whisper  to 
y  heart  the  noble  inducements 
ristians  have  to  devise  liberal 
ijpings  ;  that  I  might  ever  be  saying? 
What  am  I,  O  Lord  ;  that  thou 
,,uld  put  into  mv  heart  to  do  these 
ngs,  when  the  earth  is  thine  and 
fulness  thereof  ?  It  is  but  thine 
1  that  I  return  unto  thee.’^ 


I  WOULD  see  Jesus  in  ordinances  ; 
for  what  are  ordinances,  destitute 
of  him  ?  As  the  bo<ly  without  the 
spirit  is  dead,  so  are  ordinances 
without  Christ.  He  shews  himself 
through  the  lattices,  he  appears  In 
his  beauty,  he  is  as  the  dew  unto 
Israel,  as  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock 
in  a  weary  land  ;  his  people  sit  un¬ 
der  its  shade  with  great  delight : 
his  fruit  is  pleasant  to  their  taste. 
They  say  continually  in  ordinances, 
‘‘  Make  haste,  O  my  beloved,  be 
thou  like  a  young  hart  on  the  moun¬ 
tains.” 


I  WOULD  see  Jesus  in  social  inter- 

I  course.  For  what  are  all  the  charms 
WOULD  see  Jesus  in  adversity,  j  ^  _ 

I  of  friendship  :  What  the  refine- 

I  •  _  r* _ 11 _  T—  _ 1  !  * 

inents  of  taste?  What  .the  pleasure 
of  conversation  ?  Are  they  not  all 
unsatisfying,  and  delusive,  unless 
sanctified  by  the  grace  of  our  Re*, 
deemer  ? 


aiise  he  is  a  friend  born  for  such 

State  ;  because  when  all  the  fala- 

us  props  of  happiness  give  way, 

I  single  name  alone  supports  the 

■  Iding.  I  would  see  Jesus  in  ad- 

p.  'ity,  that  I  might  order  my  cause 

Store  him,  for  he  has  all  the  pow^- 

in  heaven  and  on  earth,  and  can 

i^ily  arrange  future  events  so  as 

ijthrow  lustre  on  the  darkest  cir- 
1 

^instances. 


f  WOULD  see  Jesus  in  healthy  that 
ight  turn  at  his  gentlest  reproof ; 
1 1  might  not  be  full  and  forget 
1,  but  be  devoted,  body  as  well 
*soul,  to  his  praise.  \ 


I  WOULD  see  Jesus  in  my  own 
hearty  as  Lord  of  its  affections,  of 
its  purposes,  of  its  pleasures,  as  the 
grand  mover  of  its  hopes  and  fears, 
the  Author  of  its  existence  and  hap¬ 
piness. 


I  WOULD  see  Jesus  in  death,  as 
the  sun  of  Righteousness,  whose 
beams  in  the  darkest  moment  can 
spread  light  and  healing.  I  would 
listen  to  his  voice,  saviuir, To  him 

^  i  '  ,  o  ^ 

f  WOULD  see  Jesu^  in  sickness^hc-  j  that  overcometh  will  1  give  to  cat  of 
he  hcaleth  all  my  diseases  ;  {  the  tree  of  life.”  Fear  not,  I  have 

the  keys  of  hell,  and  of  death.^^ 
Arise,  O  thou  w  earied  follower  of 


'  «donc  dispenses  the  balm  of  (ii- 
"  he  alone  is  the  physician  there. 
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Pleadng  Condderdtim. 


thy  crucified  Lord,  and  enter  into 
thy  rest. 

1  H'OVLD  see  Jesus  in  glory-,  for 
what  is  heaven  itself  without  him  ? 
But  when  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is, 
then  shall  we  be  like  him^  and  be  for¬ 
ever  happy  in  his  presence. 

London  Mag. 

Pleasing  Consideration. 

Since  missionary  societies  have 
been  formed  and  multiplied  both  in 
Europe  and  America,  the  Christian 
world  wears  a  brighter  aspect.  The 
faithful  have  been  strengthened  to 
come  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord/’ 
and  their  designs  have  been  aston¬ 
ishingly  succeeded.  The  East-In- 
eJias,  Africa  and  the  islands  in  the 
jiouth  sewis,  have  received  the  gra¬ 
cious  visitation  of  God,  and  are  now 

listening  to  the  tidings,  of  life  and 
immortality.  Some,  who,  a  few  days 
ago,  were  sacrificing  to  idols,  are 
now  worshipping  the  living  God  in 
spirit  and  in  truth.  Both  continents 
have  been  enriched  with  the  heav¬ 
enly  dew.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
prospects  of  religion  in  the  world 
w^ere  never  brighter,  than  at  this 


moment.  The  inducements  for 
Christians  and  Christian  minister^ 
to  be  alive  in  the  vineyard  of  their 
Lord,  present  themselves  with  an 
almost  irresistible  energy.  Their 
js  an  evident  indication  in  the  events 
now  transpiring,  of  .Uie  approach* 
ing  period  when  righteousness  shal^ 
flow  dow'ii  our  streets  like  a  river^ 
Let  the  faint  hearted  take  courage- 
Let  the  desponding  know  that  Zion’i^ 
king  reignetli.  Let  every  Christian 
arise  and  shine  ;  and  while  we  of¬ 
fer  our  abilities  and  influence  to  aid 
a  cause  infinitelv  superior  to  every 
other,  let  us  unite  in  th.is  impor¬ 
tunate  and  fervent  supplication, 
For  Zion’s  sake  !  will  not  hold  my 
peace,  and  for  Jerusalem’s  sake  1 
w’ill  not  rest,  until  the  righteous¬ 
ness  thereof  go  forth  as  brightness 
and  the  salvation  thereof  as  a  lamp 
that  burnetii.” 
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